

[Date]
M E M O R A N D U M

TO:
[name of nonresident alien]

FROM:
Research Foundation of State University of New York

SUBJECT:
Tax Information for Fellowship Payments

Welcome to the Research Foundation. According to our records, you are a nonresident alien who has been awarded a fellowship. Therefore, to comply with U.S. tax laws, our payroll department will withhold federal income tax from your fellowship payments at the rate of 14% if you are an academic fellow holding an F, J, M, or Q visa. 
You may be eligible to claim an exemption from tax withholding on all or part of your fellowship payments.  

If you wish to claim an exemption, you must complete the Research Foundation “Nonresident Alien Academic Fellowship Tax Status Certificate” and return it with any required supporting documentation to the office or person that handles Research Foundation personnel matters.
Note:  No claims for exemption will be processed until the required information is provided and you have returned the signed and dated form(s).
By March 15 of next year, you will receive a 1042-S tax statement, “Foreign Person’s U.S. Source Income Subject to Withholding,” as required by the Internal Revenue Service. 
The RF cannot provide you with personal tax advice. For more information on your U.S filing responsibilities, you can call the IRS Tele Tax Topics at 1-800-829-4477 (topic #851 for resident and nonresident aliens or topic #421 for fellowships). You should also refer to IRS Form 1040NR and instructions. 

If your residency status changes or is expected to change from nonresident to resident alien for tax purposes, you are responsible for reporting your status changes to the office or person indicated.
Attachment:
Nonresident Alien Academic Fellowship Tax Status Certificate


